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Oklahoma Division of Student Assistance Spring Conference

March 25, 2024 - March 27, 2024
53rd Annual Conference
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Oklahoma Division of Student Assistance

Monday, March 25, 2024

Time Event Room
9:00 am- 3:00 pm Pre-Conference Events- Onboarding Ballroom D
9:00 am- 4:00 pm Emerging Leaders O'Donoghue

10:00 am-11:30 am

ODSA Board Meeting

McGee Boardroom

11:30 am- 12:15 pm

ODSA Board and ELI Lunch (invite only)

TBA

1:00 pm- 6:00 pm

Exhibitors Open

Pre-Function Hall

1:30 pm-4:30 pm

Conference Registration Open

Pre-Function Hall

3:00 pm- 4:30 pm

TRIO New Professionals Welcome Session

Ballroom C

5:00 pm- 6:00 pm

Opening Welcome Plenary | Sharla Frost

Young Ballroom A&B

6:00 pm 7:30 pm

Silent Auction Open

Everest Room

6:00 pm- 7:30 pm

TRIO Networking Reception

Pre-Function Hall

7:00 pm-8:00 pm

WOM Cruise Ship BINGO

Young Ballroom E

8:00 pm- TBA

6:30 am- 8:30 am

Wahoo Game Night
Tuesday March 26, 2024
Breakfast (on your own)

Young Ballroom E

Hotel Dining Area

8:00 am-9:00 am

Conference Registration Open

Pre-Function Hall

8:00 am- 3:30 pm

Silent Auction Open

Everest Room

8:00 am-6:00 pm

Exhibitors Open

Pre-Function Hall

9:00 am- 10:30 am

Plenary Il & Business Meeting: SWASP & COE

Young Ballroom A&B

10:45 am- 11:30 am

Concurrent Session |

C,D,E & O'Donoghue

11:45 am- 1:00 pm

TRIO Achiever Lunch

Young Ballroom A&B

1:15 pm- 2:00 pm

Concurrent Session Il

C,D,E & O'Donoghue

2:15 pm- 3:00 pm

Concurrent Session Il

C,D,E & O'Donoghue

3:00 pm- 3:20 pm

Snack Break

Pre-Function Hall

3:30 pm- 4:15 pm

Concurrent Session IV

C,D,E & O'Donoghue

4:30 pm- 5:00 pm

TRIO Program Round Tables

See Program Book

5:00 pm-5:30 pm

Silent Auction Winners Announced

Young Ballroom A&B

5:30 pm- 6:30 pm

Voting- must be a paid ODSA member

On-line

6:00 pm- 8:00 pm

Dinner (on your own)

Off Site

8:00 pm- 12:00 am

6:30 am- 8:30 am

Hospitality/Alumni Gathering

Breakfast (on your own)

Sailor & The Dock 617
W. Sheridan Ave.

Wednesday March 27, 2024

Hotel Dining Area

9:00 am- 10:00 am

Plenary Il -Michael Davis

Young Ballroom A&B

10:15am-11:30 am

ELI Graduation, Service Awards, Business Meeting,
Installation of Officers

Young Ballroom A&B

12:30 pm - 2:00 pm

ODSA Board Meeting

McGee Boardroom

TRIO Programs

Educational Opportunity Centers - Ronald E. McNair Postbaccalaureate Achievement Programs
Student Support Services - Talent Search - Training Program for Federal TRIO Programs Staff
Upward Bound - Upward Bound Math Science - Veterans Upward Bound
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EMBARK ON FUN FOR EVERYONE!

ALL ODSA MEMBERS AND TRIO ALUMNI ARE INVITED TO A JOINT EVENT

Presented by ODSA Alumni & Hospitality Committees

8 PM [MARCH 26 | SAILOR AND THE DOCK
617 W SHERIDAN AVE, OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73102
KARAOKE, LIVE AUCTION, DRINKS, AND REFRESHMENTS
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WELCOME

TRIO ACHIEVERS

PAST PRESIDENTS OF SWASAP

SWASAP EXECUTIVE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

SWASAP BOARD MEMBERS

SWASAP BOARD COMMITTEES

CONFERENCE COMMITTEES.

SERVICE AWARDS
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Oklahoma Division of Student Assistance

March 25, 2024

Dear ODSA Members,

| would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to our annual conference. |
invite you to take in all of the learning and networking opportunities to help you
Cruise to Success.

Dawn Compton and the rest of the conference committee have worked tirelessly
to bring you a very impactful event for you to come together and experience
professional growth that will help to benefit the students that we serve. | hope
that each one of you leave this conference with a renewed wealth of knowledge
and inspiration from Oklahoma’s many extraordinary and passionate TRIO
professionals.

Whether you’ve been in TRIO for the longest or the shortest amount of time
amongst us, thank you for all that you do for our students across the state.

Sincerely, /
; { e .;l ;

“f N oHnaa s Yic JA

Kristinia Hicks

ODSA President
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ODSA BOARD 2023-2024

PRESIDENT

KRISTINIA HICKS

UPWARD BOUND
SOUTHEASTERN

OKLAHOMA STATE IUNIVERSITY

PRESIDENT- ELECT
ELIZABETH (GORDON
STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES
ROGERS STATE UNIVERSITY

SECRETARY

BETHANY RUCKER

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES
SOUTHEASTERN QKLAHOMA
STATE UNIVERSITY

TREASURER

KIMA MURRY

VETERANS JPWARD BOUND
UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL QOKLAHOMA

PUBLIC RELATIONS

MATT LEE

EDUCATIONAL TALENT SEARCH
NORTHEASTERN STATE UNIVERSITY

SWASAP REPRESENTATIVE
CAMERON COLEY

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES
SOUTHEASTERN OKLAHOMA
STATE |JNIVERSITY

SWASAP REPRESENTATIVE
KATIE NAVARRO

EDUCATION QOPPORTUNITY CENTER
ROGERS STATE UNIVERSITY

HISTORIAN
JAVER LEWIS

EDUCATION QPPORTUNITY CENTER
SOUTHEASTERN QKLAHOMA STATE
UNIVERSITY

PAST PRESIDENT
DAWN COMPTON

UPWARD BOUND
NORTHEASTERN
OKLAHOMA A&M COLLEGE

PARLIAMENTARIAN
ROSARIO RILEY

TRIO CENTER

UNIVERSITY OF QKLAHOMA
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Oklahoma Division of Student Assistance

March 12, 2024
Greetings ODSA colleagues and guests,

Welcome! Iam so pleased you decided to come aboard and join us for the 53 ODSA
Annual Conference, “Cruising to Success,” at the Embassy Suites in Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma. We celebrate everything you do: from helping students embark on their
journey to success, to assisting and encouraging students to stay their course while
enjoying excursions along the way, and finally, sharing the joy in their academic
accomplishments as they start their next voyage in life.

Serving as your 2023-24 ODSA President-Elect has truly been an honor. The
knowledge and experience I have gained over the last year are priceless. I sincerely
appreciate everyone who attended the ODSA Fall Summit and to all who took part in
the ODSA State Initiative with pictures and videos highlighting Oklahoma TRIO
students, staff, alumni, and supporters to create an outstanding ODSA video montage.

I am excited to serve as your ODSA President in the coming year. I do not take this
honor lightly and intend to keep the ODSA membership first and foremost in all
decision-making. I greatly appreciate each and every TRIO professional in the state of
Oklahoma and admire your dedication to the services you provide to Oklahoma
students. Continue doing great things!

I hope that you will find this conference motivating and inspiring, leaving you
energized with new and expanded tools to help you better serve the students in your
respective programs. Thank you to the ODSA Board, ODSA membership, and Rogers
State University TRIO staff for your unwavering support.

Undeniably, TRIO WORKS because of you!
Sincerely,
Elizabeth Gordon, MHR

President-Elect
Oklahoma Division of Student Assistance
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March 23, 2024
Dear ODSA Members and Guests:

I am pleased to welcome you to the Spring ODSA Conference Cruising
to Success and want to thank the Conference Committee Members who
have worked tirelessly to bring you such an awesome conference
experience.

I hope that you will enjoy the speakers as well as breakout
sessions and other events that make coming to the conference
meaningful. Please take full advantage of spending time bonding with old
and new TRIO friends while sharing your professional insight. Sharing
our knowledge and past TRIO experiences are an important part of
attending conference and can provide valuable insight for others.

I have been honored to spend the past year as the ODSA Past
President and want to thank all those who have tirelessly devoted their
time to making TRIO and the ODSA organization the best it can be.
Those who have had many years in ODSA and TRIO have been
invaluable while those who are new have provided a fresh perspective.
My hope is that we will continue to build upon what those in the past have
created as well as bring in new insight and energy. I encourage all
members of the ODSA community to get involved in the organization
and share your knowledge.

Once again welcome to the ODSA Conference and the Oklahoma
City community.

Sincerely,

Sason. (emplon

Dawn Compton
ODSA Past President
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Academic
Tutoring & Test Prep

STANDARDIZED “PERSONAL*

TEST PREP ENRICHMENT

Counseling In Action Software

Fintech Solution

Income & Expense Analysis
Examine spending patterns related to fixed, variable, &
discretionary expenses.
Exploration of Options
Explore options for resolving the client's current financial
condition.
Developing Viable Action Plan
Develop a plan of action to respond to the current financial

situation.

“oing i
Qﬁc‘.\ g ﬂ,lfl
&

Integrate our Counseling In Action Software with a complete
business platform in one centralized location!

E enrollment@cousnelinginaction.com

rww.counselinginaction.com



DR. BRITTON ADAMS | TRIO ACHIEVER 2024

A native of Lawton, Oklahoma, Dr. Adams participated in Upward Bound at Cameron and SSS/McNair at
the University of Central Oklahoma. He received his Bachelor of Science in Biology from UCO and
graduated from Northeastern State University Oklahoma College of Optometry in 2018. He also
completed a clinical externship with Advanced Laser Center in OKC where he was further acclimated to
ocular disease and refractive surgery co-management. Dr. Adams is a member of the American
Optometric Association, Oklahoma Association of Optometric Physicians, and the National Optometric
Association. He practices primary care optometry at Shawnee Vision Source. Dr. Adams and his dog,
Hope, call Oklahoma City home. Aside from optometry, he has a passion for voice-overs and dreams of
one day providing the voice for an animated character. He also enjoys traveling, spending time with
family/friends, and supporting San Antonio Spurs basketball.



2022-2023 DAWN COMPTON
2021-2022 JOHN THAC
2020-2021 CLYDE C. WILSON JR.
2019-2020 DONCVAN KELSO
2018-2019 LISA JOHNSON
2017-2018 TERIKI BARNES
2016-2017 JAUNITA DOTSON
2015-2016 JENNIFER CHESSMORE
2014-2015 ROSARIO RILEY
2013-2014 BRINA FORD
2012-2013 JAMES RUPP
201-2012 SCOTT CADY
2010-20M LORAL HENCK
2009-2010 MARY MEEKS
2008-2009 DEBCRAH BINKLEY-JACKSON
2007-2008 LORI WLEDER
2006-2007 DEBORAH EVERS
2005-2006 BARRY LOFTON
2004-2005 KRIS SIMPSON
2003-2004 DONNA HARTMAN
2002-2003 SUZANNE APLIN
2001-2002 LUKATA LAWRENCE
2000-2001 DAVID ROBINSON
1999-2000 CHERYL DORRIS
1998-1999 DANNY HURST
1997-1998 BENNIE BOYKIN

1996-1997 DWAIN WEST
1995-1996 KIM WILSON
1994-1995 BRETT CAMPBELL
1993-1994 DWAIN WEST
1992-1993 MIKE SCOTT
1991-1992 BENNIE BOYKIN
1990-1991 LOU ANN LARGENT
1989-1990 LINDA POWERS
1988-1989 BROCK RUTLEDGE
1987-1988 MIKE SCOTT
1986-1987 CLETA DILLARD
1985-1986 MAY DEAN WYATT
1984-1985 LOU ANN LARGENT
1983-1984 AL WHITE
1982-1983 JIM CARUTHERS
1981-1982 BETTY SMITH
1980-1981 EDDY UPSHAW
1979-1980 SUZANNE MURPHY
1978-1979 JO CONWAY
1977-1978 B0B HASSKARL
1976-1977 LARRY JOHNSON
1975-1976 LARRY DARBISON
1974-1975 BOB SMITH
1973-1974 JIM CARUTHERS
1972-1973 JIM KING
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TERIKI BARNES AUDRA CONNER
Director Director
EOC Talent Search
SEOSU AIRC
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JENNIFER DAVIS BRIANA FLATLEY BECKY SCOTT CALLI SINGH
Director Academic Counselor Guidance Specialist Academic Advisor
Upward Bound Upward Bound Talent Search EOC
SEOSU OSU-OKC AIRC SEOSU

e i
BAHATI BROWN ASHLEY DUCKWORTH MATTHEW LEE NICK MIZELL TIFFANY NOLEN
Success Coordinator  Academic Specialist Assistant Director Academic Advisor Academic Advisor
Talent Search  student Support Services Talent Search EOC Student Support Services
NSU NEO NSU SEOSU Cameron University

ALTIS RUTHERFORD SARA RYALS PATSY SPOTTEDBIRD ERICA VESCO
Academic Advisor Assistant Director Success Coordinator  Guidance Specialist
EOC Talent Search Talent Search Talent Search

SEOSU NSU NSU AIRC



PRESIDENT- ELECT PRESIDENT PAST-PRESIDENT
Elizabeth Gordon Kristina Hicks Dawn Compton

TREASURER PUBLIC RELATIONS SECRETARY
Kima Murray Matt Lee Bethany Rucker

SWASAP REP | TRIO DAY SWASAP REP | SCHOLARSHIPS HISTORIAN
Cameron Coley Katie Navarro Javer Lewis




Oklahoma Division of Student Assistance

ODSA STATE
INITIATIVE

TRIO Works Video

CALLTO “ACTION”

OBJECTIVE

To promote and showcase ODSA and TRIO; to advocate for
college access and success programs serving individuals from
disadvantaged backgrounds in the state of Oklahoma.

BENEFIT

The ODSA Video Montage will highlight Oklahoma TRIO
students, staff, advocates, supporters, and alumni.

it will provide a fun and engaging overview of the
positive role TRIO ODSA plays in the lives of students
and their families in Oklahoma because: TRIO WORKS!

HOW CAN YOU HELP?

Talk to Your Students, Faculty, and Staff

Get the word out about this amazing opportunity to
showcase how TRIO Works! Ask for them to get
involved.

Create Signs for them to hold

Highlight how TRIO Works for your students and your
program through signs and hold them in the photos/
videos

Take Pictures and/or Videos and Submit them

Get Pictures and Videos with people holding the signs
or talking/shouting about how TRIO has “Worked" for
them. Keep videos to 10 seconds or less. View the link to
see an (incomplete Jexample of what is being done:
https://tinyurl.com/ODSAVideo

Submit Media
Submit all media to the ODSA State Initiatives board
through the link provided on the right.

LIGHTS,
CAMERA,
ACTION

WE NEED YOUR HELP

e

Contact Information
918-343-7756

egordon@rsu.edu

Media Submission

For Google Users:
http://tinyurl.com/ODSATRIO

For Microsoft Users:
http://tinyurl.com/TRIOODSA



2024 ODSA

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

CONFERENCE CHAIR
Dawn Compton

ON-SITE, & LOGISTICS
Cameron Coley
Cathleen Dutton

Tina Alley
Elizabeth Abbott
Mitchell Hubbard

PRE-CONFERENCE
Elizabeth Gordon

ALUMNI/ HOSPITALITY EVENT
Nicole Stevenson
Rosario Riley
Cathleen Dutton
Bruce Wilson
Briana Flatley
Sara Ryals
Kim Fraire

EVALUATIONS
Jennifer Davis
Jennifer Privett

SILENT AUCTION
ELI

EMERGING LEADERS INSTITUTE
Teriki Barnes
Audra Conner

CNBCARDING
Donovan Kelso
Jessica Nelson

MODERATORS SERVICE AWARDS
Michelle White Julie Brixey
Carmela Mendoza Carmela Mendoza
Tosh Miller Bruce Wilson
Jade Hansen-Vann
Bruce Wilson ADS & VENDORS
Elizabeth Gordon
NEWCOMERS Dawn Compton
Javer Lewis
Joseph Schnetzer VIP CHAIR
Bethany Boise Briana Flatley
Blake Cummings Mitzi Berousek
Sara Ryals
TRIO ACHIEVERS LUNCHECON
NOMINATIONS & ELECTIONS Sophia Bolin-Dills
Mary Meeks Katie Hill
Kim Fraire
PROGRAMMING/ CONCURRENT Kristinia Hicks
SESSIONS Carmela Mendoza
Donovan Kelso
Rosario Riley WALTER 0. MASON FOUNDATION
Dawn Compton Teriki Barnes
Audra Conner
CONFERENCE BOCKLET Rosario Riley
Sara Rylas Kirk Rushing
Matthew Lee Diane Walker
Dawn Compton Lisa Johnson
REGISTRATION MEALS
Bethany Rucker Kimberly Fraire
Kima Murray Tina Alley

Gretta Day Cathleen Dutton



FIVE-YEAR SERVICE AWARDS
Dawn Compton
Quitta Crutchfield
Kenia Maldonado
Lizette Merchan Pinilla
Dr. Laney Tibbs

TEN-YEAR SERVICE AWARDS
Kacey Daniels
Darla Ellett

Ray Morris

FIFTEEN-YEAR SERVICE AWARDS
Bridget Hilburn

TWENTY-FIVE-YEAR SERVICE AWARD
Lena Deere
Mary Meeks
Kirk Rushing

RETIREMENT
Mitzi Berousek
Mary Meeks
Kirk Rushing



2024 SPONSORS
CHAMPION

'/paradigmshift

ADVOCATE

Simple Money Academy

SUPPORTER

Academic My True
Tutoring & Test Prep i
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2024 VENDORS

"jpa radigmshiit

*
Academic My True
Tutoring & Test Prep e
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BOT

BLUMEN ONLINE FOR TRIO

BEST SCHOLARSHIP

B ringing ducation and uccess ogether

Giving back to the TRIO community since 1992.

Available to all TRIO Staff and Students.
Visit our website for more details on how to apply
for the BEST Scholarship.

www.compansol.com/scholarship N\

b
A
-

BOT Makes Your Job Easy \

BOT FORMS TWO-WAY BULK SMS

Convert all your physical forms Send Bulk SMS & receive replies from
(application, survey etc.) into students back in BOT. BOT allows to ==

online BOT forms for prospective & track delivery status of all sent .
existing students. Capture digital messages. Text messages are sent

via anonymous numbers so your

personal phone number stays

signatures; enable adding of new
students with collected data.

Request for multi-lingual forms. personal.

APR & PE POINTS STUDENT CHECK-IN KIOSK (BOLT)
Use multiple error-checking tools Let your students scan/swipe their ID

for accurate and stress-free APR -‘/\/\ cards for Auto Check-In/Check-Out
submission. PE Points can analyze for appointments, workshops, field

your grant objectives at any time. trips etc.

DATABASE SOFTWARE
FOR TRIO

www.compansol.com blumen@compansol.com Toll Free 1-800-597-8204




HONORED GUESTS & PRESENTERS
PLENARY SESSION I

SHARLA FROST

Sharla J. Frost is a first generation college student who grew up in
Frogville, Oklahoma. She attended Southeastern Oklahoma State
University, then Baylor Law School. A highly regarded defense trial
lawyer, Sharla defended corporate clients in high-risk cases
throughout the United States for more than thirty years. She retired
from the courtroom in 2020. She now spends her time representing
select legal clients on litigation strategy while also working as an
expert witness, keynote speaker, cattle rancher, and author. She is the
author of four Amazon best-selling books, including the Frogville Quest
series for children and Power at the Table, a business development
book.



DR. KYLE STAFFORD

Dr. Kyle J. Stafford became the 16th president of Northeastern Oklahoma A&M College on
January 6, 2020. Stafford believes education is the great equalizer. He has devoted his career
to making college accessible, affordable, and valuable, especially for first-generation college

students who may not have a pathway to advance. Stafford enjoys working and engaging

directly with students, ensuring they have the information and resources they need to
succeed.

As president, Stafford has established innovative partnerships for NEO, including the
Oklahoma Small Business Development Center, which consists of city, tribal and banking
institutions, the Kah-Ne Learning Academy, an on-campus daycare run by the Peoria Tribe,
and a new fast-track nursing program on the Northeast Tech campus in Kansas, Oklahoma.
Stafford earned his undergraduate and master’s degree from Southeastern Oklahoma State
University before completing a Doctor of Education from Northcentral University. He
graduated from the Harvard Graduate School of Education's Institute for Educational
Management and maintains his Oklahoma teaching certifications.

Stafford is a native of Madill, Oklahoma, and he and his wife, Kim, have two daughters,
Miranda Matlock and Emma, and one granddaughter, Adeline Fay.



EMPOWER YOUR
STUDENTS

Enrich Your Tomorrow, Shape Financial Triumph

Enroll Today and Become the Architect of Financial Success
with Our Credit and Financial Certification Programs!

¥ e Our certification programs provide
-@_DID YOU KNOW?-@- you with the knowledge, skills, and
Research shows that financial abilities to assist students in
and career achieving financial health and
counseling/coaching choosing the right career path.

improves
higher year-to-year retention
and graduation rates.

RLL _‘
*
Enroll Test
Use our secure online ordering Review the coursework on Complete the 100/150
system to enroll online and your own time with an on— standardized question exam.
receive access to study call instructor and finish at
materials. your own pace.

CONTACT US! ® 321-725-3497 @www.fcnonline.org > office@fcnonline.org



HONORED GUESTS & PRESENTERS
PLENARY SESSICN II

DIANE SHUST

Diane Shust is the vice president for public policy at the Council for Opportunity in
Education. In this role, she is a COE senior leadership team member. She is
responsible for designing and implementing the government relations agenda of the
Council and representing Council interests on Capitol Hill and before the U.S.
Department of Education, the White House, and other relevant entities. Shust has a
deep knowledge of the internal workings and nuances of Capitol Hill. She most
recently served as chief of staff in the Office of Congressman Tom Suozzi (D-NY),
acting as Representative Suozzi’s principal liaison with the House Democratic
Leadership and the Committee on Ways and Means.

She previously served as Chief of Staff for Congressman Jim McDermott (D-W) and as
Legislative Counsel to Congressman George Miller (D-CA). Shust directed
government relations at the National Education Association (NEA) for 16 years. Shust
is a former public defender in Washington, D.C. She received her BA in Juvenile
Justice and her Masters in Education from the University of Pennsylvania and her
Juris Doctor from Georgetown University Law Center.
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OWEN TOOMY

Owen Toomey is the Director of Congressional Affairs at the Council for
Opportunity in Education. He brings the stories and importance of the federal
college-access TRIO programs to life for federal legislators. After studying
Government and English at Georgetown University, he went to work on the
legislative staff of Congressman Tom Suozzi (NY-03). Owen brings his previous
experiences both on and off Capitol Hill to COE to expand funding for the critical

TRIO Programs.



DONTA MILLS

Donta Mills is a native of Baton Rouge, Louisiana. He attended Southeastern
Louisiana University in Hammond, where he earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in
Business with a focus on Technology and a minor in Management. After
completing his undergraduate studies, he pursued a Master's in Business
Administration from the University of Phoenix. Currently, he is working towards
his Doctorate in Educational Leadership from the University of Louisiana at
Lafayette.

Donta has always been passionate about serving students who need assistance.
He was excited to work with TRIO students, specifically those in Upward Bound
and ETS programs, at Southeastern Louisiana University (SLU). This experience
inspired him to join the TRIO community and he accepted a position with the
TRIO programs at SLU.

Over his 20 years of experience in TRIO, 15 of which he served as a professional

and four years as a part-time employee, he has relied on his leadership abilities,

adaptability, and willingness to get involved to achieve success. These qualities
helped him secure important positions such as Assistant Director of UB II at

Baton Rouge Community College, LASAP President, and SWASAP President. With
a strong passion for leadership and professional development, self-care, and

advocacy, Donta remains a servant leader who helps everyone he meets achieve

success both personally and professionally.
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MONEY GIVEAWAY?

YES! EVERYONE GETS PAID!

THE FIRST 50 “SHOW ME THE MONEY” WORKSHOP
ATTENDEES WILL RECEIVE A VISA GIFT CARD
JUST FOR SHOWING UP!

FIND OUT WHY 80+ TRIO PROGRAMS HAVE USED
SIMPLE MONEY ACADEMY FOR FINANCIAL LITERACY!




HONORED GUESTS & PRESENTERS
PLENARY SESSICN Il

TOM COLE

A fifth-generation Oklahoman and resident of Moore, Tom Cole has a significant
background of service to his home state of Oklahoma. Currently serving in his tenth
term, Cole was first elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 2002. He is an
ardent supporter of a strong national defense, a tireless advocate for taxpayers and

small businesses, a leader in promoting and funding biomedical research and the
foremost expert in the House on issues related to Native Americans and tribal
governments. Since 2009, Cole has served on the powerful House Appropriations
Committee, where he is currently Vice Chairman of the full committee and Chairman of
the Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing and Urban Development.

Cole was appointed to the House Rules Committee in 2013 and has remained on the
panel since then. He currently serves as Chairman, the top Republican leadership
position on the committee. Cole also serves as a Deputy Whip for the Republican

Conference and sits on the House Republican Steering Committee.



DR. MIKE DAVIS

Dr. Mike Davis is an Associate Professor of Criminal Justice at Southeastern Oklahoma
State University, where he also serves on the Executive Team as the Special Assistant
to the President for Compliance. As a TRiO Upward Bound Math/Science Alum, Dr.
Davis was a first generation college graduate, who has spent his entire career in
postsecondary education after obtaining a law degree from the University of Oklahoma
and later obtaining a Ph.D. in leadership from the University of the Cumberlands in
Williamsburg, KY. Dr. Davis has served on the Board of Governors of the Oklahoma Bar
Association, and is currently an Associate Member of the Oklahoma Board of Bar
Examiners. He is an active behavioral science researcher in emotional intelligence,
affective science (the study of emotional experience), and the connection between
empathy and effective organizational leadership. Davis spoke as a student speaker
during TRiO Day at the state capitol in 2007 and continues to be a passionate advocate
for assistance and mentorship to students with disadvantaged backgrounds. Dr. Davis
is a designated mentor in the McNair Scholars program at Southeastern Oklahoma
State University, and a mentor in the John Massey Leadership Scholars program.



DreamCatcher Curriculum works with TRIO ¢ GEAR UP programs nationwide!
Our ready-made college-prep and success workshops (33 1o choose from)
will assist students in their efforts +o obtain a college d&gr&&.

Use the code 0DSAZ4 for a conference discount on printed curriculuml
Discount is for $l0 off each packet of 70 handouts! Ends April 30th.

Plus, DreamCateher Curvicublum Offers:
« Annual Scholarship Program (Open May lst-17th)

- Print-Friendly Program Guides that include
quided instruction, supplemental activities, and
topic assessments for data collection.

« NEW: Professional Development for TRIO Staff
and Pre-Gonference Training Opportunities!

¢/ [ JREAMCATCHER
Curriculum

dreameatchercurriculum.com
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CONCURRENT SESSIONS 1 - MARCH 26

Breakout 1 First Generation Initiatives on Campus

Presenter Name: Jennifer Hernandez-Reyes and Kenia Maldonado 10:45AM-11:30AM
Organization: OSU-OKC SSS-Project SOAR Room C
Target Audience: Student Support Services

This workshop is designed to support programs aiming to facilitate the transition to college for first-
generation students. Tailored events concentrating on the unique needs of first-generation
students will foster familiarity with the college environment and assist in navigating the challenges
of college life. Presenters will address frequently asked questions about establishing first-
generation initiatives, providing valuable insights and guidance.

Breakout 1 ACT vs the Digital SAT: Which is Best for your Students

Presenter Name Yuval Trachtenberg 10:45AM-11:30AM
Organization Academic Tutoring & Test Prep Room D
Target Audience: Talent Search, Upward Bound, Upward Bound Math/Science, Educational
Opportunity Center

Standardized test scores still matter. Although colleges and media are telling our students that test
scores are optional, they are leaving out the most important information — a descent test score and
a descent GPA means lots of scholarship dollars for our students. Come learn the difference
between the ACT and the new Digital SAT. You will learn the different strategies each test requires
as well as which test is best for your students. Let’s get your students the most scholarship dollars

possible!

Breakout 1 Universal FAFSA

Presenter Name: Kelli Kelnar & Theresa Shaklee 10:45AM-11:30AM
Organization: Oklahoma College Assistance Program Room E

Target Audience: All TRIO Programs

Beginning with the 2024-25 school year, students must submit the FAFSA to graduate from an
Oklahoma public high school. Join us to learn about the requirement, why it’s important, and what
it means for you and your students. This session will also introduce you to the Oklahoma FAFSA
Data Portal, an online platform where your schools can see FAFSA progress for their seniors in one
place. In addition to the law and tracking resources, we’ll share Oklahoma’s long list of free
resources to support your FAFSA completion efforts.

Breakout 1 Teamwork- How TRIO & GEAR UP Work Together

Presenter Name: Sarah Adcock 10:45AM-11:30AM
Organization: Oklahoma GEAR UP- Rogers State University/OSRHE O’Donoghue
Target Audience: All TRIO Programs

This presentation will discuss ways GEAR UP successfully works alongside TRIO grants on the high
school and college level.



Breakout 1 Talent Search- Beyond Monthly Meetings

Presenter Name: Audra Conner & Becky Scott 10:45AM-11:30AM
Organization: Talent Search - American Indian Resource Center, Inc. Gaylord
Target Audience: Talent Search, Upward Bound, Upward Bound Math/Science

Monthly or weekly meetings are great, but what are you providing your students outside of those
meetings? Join us as we share some of the activities/trips/experiences we have been providing our
TS students during the summer, fall breaks, and spring breaks. Whether you are a seasoned TRIO
professional or a "newbie", we're sure you'll find something to add to your curriculum that will help
you boost participation and student retention.

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 2

Breakout 2  The Secret to Building Unshakeable Confidence
(and how to teach your students)

Presenter Name: Bill Sue Smith 1:15 PM-2PM
Organization: Paradigm Shift Leadership Room C
Target Audience: All TRIO Programs

What is the secret to building true confidence and how does it help in life to have it? In this fun,
engaging, interactive workshop we'll discuss some myths and truths surrounding confidence and
the action (confidence is action, not a feeling) you and your students can take to achieve it.

Breakout 2 Show Me The Money! Facilitating Financial Literacy
Workshops Your Students Will Never Forget

Presenter Name: MJ Pittman 1:15 PM-2PM
Organization: Simple Money Academy Room D
Target Audience: All TRIO Programs

All Attendees get a VISA gift card! Learn the secret strategies to hosting impactful financial literacy
workshops for students. With experience from 70+ TRIO programs, Michael offers his expertise to
help you transform your view on finance and empower your students for success! Come ready to
have a FUN time!



Breakout 2  Paying for Post-High School Education Playbook:
6 Essential Rules

Presenter Name: Susan Faulk & Sara Lorenzen 1:15 PM-2PM
Organization: Oklahoma Money Matters/OKMM Room E
Target Audience: All TRIO Programs

One of the biggest challenges facing under served students is paying for college. Early financial
planning and communication are critical to success. The good news is that getting a degree is still
worth it and can boost earning potential and career prospects. But how do students find the right
path, especially if they have unique challenges or needs? In this session, we'll share six rules that
can help families plan and pay for college, whether it's a student with a disability, an athlete, a
foster care or homeless youth, or anyone else who wants to pursue their dreams. Join us and learn
how to make college affordable and achievable - and leave with valuable resources and strategies.

Breakout 2 Using Cultural Wealth to Increase Family Engagement

Presenter Name: Dr. Teri Mora 1:15 PM-2PM
Organization: Community Engagement Specialist/Educational Consultant O’Donoghue
Target Audience: Talent Search, Upward Bound, Upward Bound Math/Science, All TRIO Programs

A presentation of Yosso's community cultural wealth model, which places emphasis on cultural
knowledge, skills, and abilities of students as they navigate the educational process. This model
challenges the traditional deficit-based approach and instead offers an asset-based model to
accentuate the strengths of underserved students and their families. Participants will learn the
different types of capital and discuss how to utilize cultural wealth to better engage students and
parents in their educational settings.

Breakout 2 Al & Tech Innovations:
Shaping Financial Wellness in Higher Education

Presenter Name: Bill Mills 1:15 PM-2PM
Organization: My True Prosperity Gaylord
Target Audience: All TRIO Programs

This workshop explores the integration of AI and technology into higher education's financial
literacy programs. Participants will learn to enhance curriculum development, personalize student
learning experiences, and analyze financial behaviors with digital tools. Through case studies,
demonstrations, and expert discussions, we'll navigate the ethical use of technology, aiming to
equip educators with the skills for fostering financial wellness among students, ensuring
responsible, inclusive educational practices in the digital age.



Breakout 2 Brain Friendly Higher Education Organizations
- Safe Space for Learners

Presenter Name: Dr. Ed Cunliff 1:15 PM-2PM
Organization: UCO, Adult Education & Safety Science C.A. Vose
Target Audience: All TRIO Programs

Excitement and fear can fill a learner’s brain from the first moment. This session looks at MBHE
(mind brain health education) approaches to creating a learner friendly climate. MBHE research and
practice have evolved greatly in the past 30 years. Learners may experience what is called “the
amygdala hijack” that inhibits learning. This session offers a set of strategies used to help students
feel safe and at ease in new learning environments. These approaches are employed by staff and
faculty to 1) consider their role in creating organizational climate, 2) options for creating a positive
and safe environment, and 3) to help them create their own brain friendly strategies to reduce the
amygdala hijack.

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 3

Breakout 3 Show Me The Money! Facilitating Financial Literacy
Workshops Your Students Will Never Forget

Presenter Name: MJ Pittman 2:15-3:00PM
Organization: Simple Money Academy Room C
Target Audience: All TRIO Programs

All Attendees get a VISA gift card! Learn the secret strategies to hosting impactful financial literacy
workshops for students. With experience from 70+ TRIO programs, Michael offers his expertise to
help you transform your view on finance and empower your students for success! Come ready to
have a FUN time!

Breakout 3 The Game of Life: Topics that are GUARANTEED
to Maximize Student Participation & Engagement

Presenter Name: Yuval Trachtenberg 2:15 PM-3PM
Organization: Academic Tutoring & Test Prep Room D
Target Audience: All TRIO Programs

Student engagement rates in TRiO programs as well as in classrooms across the U.S. can be a
struggle. Regardless of the reason(s), our students are missing out on services that will have a
positive impact on their future. This session will show you how to achieve nearly 100% student
engagement and ensure that students are prepared for success when it comes to the Game of Life!
Attendees will learn how to motivate their students, master the correct study habits, conquer
standardized tests, successfully navigate college, attain their dream job, and build generational
wealth. Please join us for an engaging session!



Breakout 3 Teachable Moments:
Activities that Make Learning Finance Fun

Presenter Name: Sara M. Lorenzen, M.Ed., CFEI® & Susan Faulk, M.Ed. 2:15 PM-3PM
Organization: Oklahoma Money Matters, OKMM Room E
Target Audience: All TRIO Programs

Discover practical strategies and hands-on exercises that foster financial literacy among learners
of all ages. This session will equip you with resources to make economic concepts accessible and
engaging in educational settings.

Breakout 3 Engaging Your Students: SSS Workshops that
Encourage Participation

Presenter Name: Jade Vann, Lena Deere, Michaella Stewart 2:15 PM-3PM
Organization: Northeastern State University SSS Program O’Donoghue
Target Audience: Educational Opportunity Center, Student Support Services, Disabled Student
Support Services

This workshop will give the chance for other programs like ours to learn about what activities we
have been able to do in our program that have successfully engaged our students. From grocery
bingo, to painting, find ways that your grant allows you to pull in student participation and allow the
students to have fun doing so. There will be time for Q&A on these workshops that have been
completed as well as an open discussion on workshops that the attendees have been successful
with.

Breakout 3 Put on Your Life Jacket & Grab Your Life Preserver

Presenter Name: Diane M. Walker & Liz Cotrill 2:15 PM-3PM
Organization: Walker Education & Leadership Services, LLC Plenary Room
Target Audience: All TRIO Programs

Every time we outfit a new TRIO staff member with a life jacket & life preserver, we have to make
sure it's the right fit & includes the right stuff. In order for staff to earn the title of "Captain”, this
jacket & preserver are how we are going to strengthen our relationships with students, parents &
school staff, earn respect, become the "go-to" person for all things college and be a household
name. Join Liz & Diane for a lifesaving session to help you have smooth sailing & cruise through this
life we call TRIO!



Breakout 3 Embedding Virtues and Ethics in Financial Capability
Education: A Transformative Approach

Presenter Name: Bill Mills 2:15-3:00PM
Organization: My True Prosperity C.A. Vose
Target Audience: All TRIO Programs

In our groundbreaking session, "Embedding Virtues and Ethics in Financial Capability Education,"
we propose a transformative approach to financial wellness education in higher education. By
integrating Benjamin Franklin's virtues and ethical principles, we aim to cultivate financial
responsibility and integrity among students. Through interactive discussions, real-life case studies,
and practical strategies, participants will learn to develop financial wellness programs that not only
enhance financial literacy but also instill a strong moral compass.

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 4

Breakout 4 Unveiling the Legacy of Walter O. Mason Jr

Presenter Name: Ro Ro (Rosario Riley), T-Rex (Teriki Barnes), Prez Smoke (Audra Connor), Mizz
Johnson (Lisa Johnson), Captain Kirk (Kirk Rushing) & Mama Walker (Diane Walker)

Organization: Walter O. Mason Board 3:30-4:15PM
Target Audience: All TRIO Programs Room C

This workshop will explore the ongoing relevance of Walter O. Mason Jr.’s legacy in today’s
educational landscape, highlighting the enduring importance of his values and principles.
Participants will leave with a deeper understanding of Walter O. Mason Jr’s contributions and a
renewed sense of purpose in advancing the foundation’s mission of fostering education, diversity
and community empowerment.

Breakout 4 TRIO Staff as Leadership Educators

Presenter Name: Elizabeth Hansen 3:30-4:15PM
Organization: Cameron University Student Support Services Room D
Target Audience: All TRIO Programs

In this session you will experience a Values exercise, followed by structured reflective dialogue. All
materials and instructions are provided to attendees so they can use this activity on their own
campuses. The purpose is twofold — first, it can be a personal/professional growth opportunity to
have some time reflecting on values that the individual holds important. Second, this workshop will
model some ways to engage an audience in an interactive manor, and will introduce some concepts
from Leadership Trainer — Leadership Trainer is a non-profit organization that helps individuals in
training roles strengthen their skills. This technique has really increased student involvement and
excitement around workshops!



Breakout 4 Workshop to Go: Meal Planning on a Budget

Presenter Name: Alyssa Wiskofske 3:30-4:15PM
Organization: Tulsa Community College- Student Support Services Room E
Target Audience: All TRIO Programs

Looking for an interactive financial/economic literacy workshop your program staff can facilitate in
an hour virtually and in person? Join us for a sample workshop: Meal Planning on a Budget. “$35 =
21 meals and 14 snacks (plus tea and lemonade!). We have the recipes, shopping lists, and menus
— bring your appetite for learning!” Attendees will be provided with the handouts, presentation, and
information to implement the workshop for both virtual and in-person attendees!

Breakout 4 Empower, Engage, Educate: On Your Feet Tools for

Empowering Yourself to Empower Your Students
Presenter Name: Angela Vivar 3:30-4:15PM
Organization: CoolSpeak Youth Engagement Company O’Donoghue
Target Audience: All TRIO Programs

This on your feet workshop will empower participants to reach for the skills and joy that THEY
innately bring. “Who you are is who we need.” Participants own gifts will be brought to the
forefront as they are trained and empowered to facilitate groups and one on one dialogue with
students and colleagues, and in all places where they must to take up space to advocate for
themselves and for those they serve.

Breakout 4 Put Your Head Into It:

Brain Science Strategies for Student Engagement
Presenter Name: Aimee Gutowski & Whitney Srsen 3:30-4:15PM
Organization: DreamCatcher Curriculum Plenary Room

Target Audience: All TRIO Programs

To better engage participants, you gotta put your head into it! Integrating brain science activities
into curriculum and workshops can have a dynamic impact on engagement, deeper learning, and
overall success. This interactive session covers brain-centered, innovative strategies for mindful
student instruction, utilizing engagement techniques discovered through neurological research.
Discover best practices for incorporating neuroscience into your workshops. Attendees walk away
with brain-friendly strategies for boosting engagement and activities ready to present to students.
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